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SERVICES — COMMISSION for MH/DD/SA Servic§ORK GROUP

MINUTES OF THE MEETING
JANUARY 23, 2002

The meeting was called to order by RepresentMiatha Alexander, co-chair,
who greeted the members and visitors who thendaotred themselves. The members
present were Senators William Martin, co-chair gifira Foxx and William Purcell and
Representatives Alexander, Esposito and Crawf8tdff counsel, Linda Attarian and
Gann Watson and committee assistant, Ann Faustdinted themselves. Representative
Verla Insko, co-chair of the full committee and RenHobby, committee assistant to the
full MH/DD/SAS committee and Karen Hammonds-Blandsff counsel to the full
committee were recognized.

Senator Martin reviewed the Charge to the Comaiitie review the current
statutes regarding Commission composition, appa@ntrauthority, powers and duties,
and other issues that the workgroup identifiesegslimg review and to recommend
necessary changes to ensure the Mental Health |@peaental Disabilities, and
Substance Abuse Services Commission’s ability fiecéfely carry out its duties under
the law.

Linda Attarian reviewed the current statute cavgrppointment authority,
composition, terms of office and powers and dutiesomparison with selected other
Commissions dealing with the same issues. (Sexlttent C) The Commission is the
only one among those compared to which the GeAas#mbly appoints members, and
it emphasizes citizen and consumer participatidB. 381,as amended by HB 338,
changes the length of terms served by members r@tepdddy the Governor on or after
July 1, 2002, from four year terms to two year tetmmake the terms of the Governor’s
appointments the same length as the terms of ther@eAssembly’s appointments. As
a result of the legislation, members of the Comimrsappointed by the Governor before
July 1, 2002 shall serve four year terms, and alintbers appointed on or after July 1,
2002 will serve two year terms. HB 381 also pregithat no member shall serve more
than three consecutive terms, no matter when threbreewas appointed or by which
appointing authority In response to a questiomfiRepresentative Alexander, Ms.
Attarian said that members of the other commissinag serve indefinitely; there are no
statutory limits. Ms. Attarian said the scope ofterity for rule making is very broad,
and HB381 expanded the scope of rule making auyhrinclude the following
programmatic areas: screening, assessment, ref@etakification, continuing care,
emergency services and case management. The Csiomagso has the authority to
advise the Secretary regarding the provision amddioation of services provided for
MH/DD/and SA illnesses and the authority to revivd advise the Secretary regarding
all State plans required under federal and State la

Senator Foxx questioned the potential for conifidhe roles of the Commission
to make rules and advise the Secretary. Ms. Attasaid that the Commission is to be



independent in its rule making but to work with ®ecretary in an advisory capacity.
Senator Purcell asked why the Commission is s@largl why the term limits. Senator
Martin responded that a large array of represenmtairofessionals, consumers, family
members and program providers necessitated anargber of members. Size will be
evaluated as work progresses. Ms. Watson addéeddhaus commissions were enacted
at different times and that the MH/DD/SAS Commigssiovers more areas than most
and has rule making authority, and the Secretarst imide by those rules. Senator
Martin said that, among other considerations, ¢bremittee may determine whether
there is clarity among the categories of appointebgther there should be separate
staffing of the Commission, and possible overlaghwiher rule making bodies, and, in
the appointments to the Commission, what is thpgrbalance between a “citizen’s”
perspective and a clinician’s perspective.

Representative Alexander thanked Gann Watsonrépgping an overview of the
Rulemaking Authority of the Commission and the $&my. (See Attachment D)

Representative Alexander introduced Pender McElEtngirman of the
Commission for Mental Health, Developmental Disiéies and Substance Abuse
Services for a report from the Commission. Mr. Mofz said that all members of the
Commission are advocates, and the present Commisgmbers are very diverse, nine
are professionals, and at least three are consurhiersaid that the present Commission
is an activist group dedicated to providing the timdp possible within the existing
financial restraints. The most recent undertakieglt with implementing the seclusion
and restraint legislation just passed. The Comomndsas the dual responsibilities of rule
making for MH/DD/SAS services in the state and anhg the Secretary. There is a rules
committee, chaired by Floyd McCullough of Goldshand an advisory committee
chaired by Dr. Paul Gully from Elkin, and every Qomsion member serves on at least
one. The Commission meets four times a year, mdammittees meet the month prior
to the Commission meeting. Recommendations arerwathe Secretary from the
advisory committee and to the Commission from thes committee which works with
staff to incorporate the proposed rule changestatute. The strengths of the
Commission are dedication, concern and insighh@fmembers and hearing the voice of
the consumers, families, taxpayers and providehs.McElroy was very concerned
about the short length of term; two years is nffigant to be well informed and
productive. He recommends four-year terms. He mdsommended thall rule making
authority bevested in the Commission, and that the Secretafgsnaking authority be
terminated In response to a question from Senator Martin,WoElroy said there are
no problems presently, but when disagreements, dhiseeis a question of who has the
ultimate authority. The Secretary has made fewiesras the Commission has become
more active. Senator Purcell asked how to imps®sreices to consumers, which is the
goal of the legislation. Mr. McElroy said the plaims in the system are not structural or
governance or performance. Funding is too limitgdyood delivery of services.
Management, both Staééd local, could be improved. In response to &t from
Senator Foxx, Ms. Watson said that rule changgsgsexd by the Secretadyp go
through the APA process. She also said that “ratef “standard” have the same
meaning in the language for rule making authorifgra Lawson said that parts of the



Stateplan have to go through the rule making processgesgo to the Secretary, some to
the Commission.

Representative Alexander asked for suggestionth&next meeting’s agenda.
Dr. Fraser noted two primary concerns raised: tear yerm of Commission members is
too short and split rule-making authority.

Tara Larson said that there is a report, in th&eSikan, regarding ambiguity of
rules and policy and procedures which was requédstede full committee. As a result
of previous feedback from public hearings and thieegal public, there is a piece having
to do with the authority of various commissions & it impacts on MH/DD/SA
services. She thinks this committee might wametdew that. Senator Foxx would like
to go over the issues raised in the report in @éumeeting.

The next meeting is February 7, 2002 from 10:0Q:0Q
Dr. Fraser said that the impetus for studying ig8sie came from the Oversight
Committee in hearing from different groups. Theeemed to be ways to make the

Commission more effective. She asked the groupsadinhg to bring ideas.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:35 pm.

Representative Martha Alexander, Co-Chair Senafilam Martin, Co-Chair

Ann Faust, Committee Assistant

Attachments:
A. Visitors Roster
B. Work Group Charge
C. Comparison of the Composition, Terms, and Pswéthe Commission for
MH/DD/SAS with Other Commissions that imep MH/DD/SAS Services
D. Rule Making Authority



